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Introduction 


The cultural history of Orissa has forever showcased the rich heritage of stone and wood carving works. Most of 
the traditional crafts of Orissa were generated in Puri district and those have been associated with various needs 
of the living gods in the lord Jagannath Temple regularly and during festivities as well. 


The legacy of stone carving of Orissa was prominent through the time of history. From the temple walls the tra- 
dition still continues with the skillful chisels of the artisans those create attractive products of difficulty. Innova- 
tion of new products through potential designs has become a regular work as part of their effort to attract the 
buyers. 


Stone Carving is one of the traditional crafts of Orissa. The craftsmen of the state who are engaged in stone carv- 
ings have a rich lineage. Some of these works are the renowned temple of Jagannath, Lingaraj, Konark, Khiching 
and Rajarani. These temple exhibit some highly skilled Orissa stone works. The wide variety of stone works of 
Orissa produced in Bhubaneshwar, Puri, Lalitagiri and Khiching are very much in demand. Both decorative and 
functional items are created by the stone carvers of these places. Different types of containers made up of kochi- 
la stone, sandstone, nilagiri stone, soap stone, kendumundi stone, serpentine stone and Kadapa stone. 


Wood Carving is another important handicraft of Orissa. The wood carving of Orissa exhibit a perfect blend 

of classical and folk elements. The wood items of the place are meant both for decorative and functional. The 
specialty of the wood items of this place is the wide range of colours, gloss and polish. The most common types 
of wood used for making these items are Gambari, Teak and Piasal. Some of the most popular wood articles are 
various figurines of alphabets, animals, bowls and boxes. A variety of images of gods and goddesses are also 
carved out of wood by the wood carvers of Orissa. The flower vases, bowls, jugs, and vermilion boxes of Puri and 
Khandapara, toys of Baragarh and Puri and a variety of wood articles of Dhenkanal are some of the most well- 
known places for wood works. 


Mr. Rubby Sahoo traditional style sculptor, working for more than 30 years. He learned from his father Mr.Sudar- 
ashan Sahoo who won Padmashree Award in the year 1988 from Hon'ble Shri R Venkataraman, President of India. 
Also received Shilpaguru Award by Vice President of India and National Award in the year 1981 for stone carving 
from Hon’ble Shri N Sanjiva Reddy, President of India. He has 50 years of experience stone and wood carving. The 
Sudarshan crafts museum was started in the year 1977. 
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Artisan carving the idol of Buddha. 
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picting Buddha in a meditating pose. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Wood Carving: 

¢ Gambari Wood: It is a basic raw wooden material. 

¢ Pencil: Pencil are used to sketch rough outlines on the wooden block. 

¢ Hammer: Hammer is used for hammering while carving. 

¢ Chisel: It is used in shaping and designing the sculpture. 

* Scale: To measure the length and breadth of wood to cut into blocks to carve. 

¢ Files: Different types of files used to smoothen the surface. 

¢ Brush: Helps in removing the smaller unwanted pieces. 

Stone Carving: 

¢ Kadapa Stone: It is a basic raw material. 

¢ Hammer: Hammer is used for hammering while carving the stone. 

* Chisels: Chisels are the primary shaping tool in stone carving. It is used to roughen the stone. 
¢ Pencil or Markers: Pencils and markers are used to sketch rough outlines on the stone. 
* Rough Stone: Its used to smoothen the stone surface. 


¢ Sand Paper: It is used to smoothen the surface of the stone after carving is done. 
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Wooden block is basic raw material used for making product. 
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Big metal compass tool used for marking. Steel rule, Pencil and Hammer are used to measure, 
draw and for beating while carving. 
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Brush is used as cleaning tool. 
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Rasp-cut files, Smooth files, soap- -marker are other tools used while carving. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds 


Design Resource 
Wood and Stone Carving - 


Bhubaneswar, Orissa 
Carving the Idols 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baraland Sowmya B. N. 
NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/wood-and-stone- 
carving-bhubaneswar-orissa/making-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


10 


Making Process 


Wood Carving: 

The wood that artist prefers to use for carving in Orissa is called as Gambari wood. The first step is to select the 
wood and cut out the required size of wood block. After cutting a block of wood of desired length and width, it is 
roughly marked with pen. The outlines of the picture that has to be carved to an idol are marked on that block of 
wood. Rough outlines are drawn on the block of wood so it becomes easy to carve. 


The outlines help the artist to carve and chisel out the wood. With the help of hammer and chisel artist carve 
out wood layer by layer. First artist roughly carves to attain the basic shape of an idol. After rough carving the 
smoothening is made by using different types of files this process is called as fine carving. In this stage, the idol 
could be identified. 


The idol still has to go through a lot of refining or detailing, the jewelry part, eyes, nose and ears, everything else 
is done with tools held in hand. Other smaller chisel tools are used to give depth to the idol. The detailing is done 
for a good finish and a flawless work. The idol is polished with wax after all the detailing is given and the wood- 
carving of an idol is complete. The idols are carved according to the orders that the artisans get. 


Flow Chart: 


Selection of the wood and | ney: | 


Rough carving-Done manually 
with basic tools. 
Detailed carving-Is done for 
a good finish. 
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Stone Carving: 

The making process starts by selecting fine quality stone. The artisan begin by drawing a general outline of the 
statue on the stone itself. When ready to carve, the artists usually begins by knocking off large portion of un- 
wanted stones with the help of chisel and hammer. This is the roughing out stage of the carving process. The 
major carving is done with the help of chisel and hammer. The slight carving and jewels are made to attain prop- 
er ornament shape with pointed tools. After the products are completed the surface of the stone is cleaned by 
brush and polished by rubbing it with sand paper. 


Flow Chart: 


Selection of the stone for 
carving process. 


Drawing a general outline 
of the statue on the stone. 


Once the product is carved the 
surface is smoothen with the help 
of sand paper. 
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Ghambari wood are cut into rough shapes. Design are measured and marked on the wood. 
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Artisan is given basic shape of the Buddha. 


cut into pieces. 
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Roughly carved wooden pieces. 


Idol is getting carve Using chisel tools to get more 
detail. 
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The leg part of the product is getting carved using chisel. 
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Basic shape of Buddha is carved. Chakra of the idol are carved with small chisel. 
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Sandpaper is used to smooth the uneven surface. 


Final product of Buddha. 
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Products 


The wooden idols are carved according to the orders that the artisans get most of which are idols of Buddha, 
Lord Ganesh statue. Idol of the turtle etc. 


Most of the stone products are replicas of gods, goddesses and sitting posture of Nandi. Stone carving also 
include household objects like bowls, plates, grinding stones and brackets for construction of houses. All the raw 
material when is carved and bought to a shape is kept for sale starting from 1 inch to 5 feet and sometimes size 


J 


Complex Carving of Nature with flowers, fruits and birds on branches of tree. 
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Buddha body and chakra made out of single pic of 
wood. 


Bust of Buddha carved using Ghambari wood. 
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Intricate design carved on back of tortoise. 


Stone carving with intricate detailing of Lord Shiva. 
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Stone carving of Lord Dattatreya on a single stone. Carvings finished with black colour of Lord Krishna. 
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Carvings finished with black colour of Lord Ganesh 
with multi step carvings. 


Lions carved as Dwarapalakas (gate watchers). 
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A medium sized pot ona carved pillar for Holy-Basil. One of the complex carvings of 2 idols on an elephant 
head. 
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Close view of carvings depicting details of leaves. 
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Video 


Wood and Stone Carving = Bhubaneswar, Orissa 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Sowmya B.N. at 
NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri. Rabi Sahoo, Senior Craftsman, Proprietor 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa 

India 

Mobile: +91-674-2360002 / 688 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


